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All Saints’ Evangel

The First Sunday After Christmas

28 DECEMBER 2008

COMING EVENTS:
Jan. 4
Golden Anniversary Eucharist
Harahan Elementary, 11 AM

Reception Following in Rectoryg

Tues., Jan.13
Vestry Meeting, Rectory, 7 PM

Sun., Jan. 18

All Saints’ Annual Meeting
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The Rector’s Ramblings

Dear Friends in Christ,

G

There is an old saying that for Roman Catholics the most important day
of the church year is Good Friday, and for the Eastern Orthodox it is
Easter, and for Anglicans it is Christmas. This may be because we lost
a bloody war against the Puritans in the mid-1600s. During the Puritan
rule after the English Civil War, Christmas was banned in England for
about 15 years. Anglicans defended the use of the church year and
especially the celebration of Christmas against the Puritans for over a
century following the Protestant Reformation. When Puritan rule im-
ploded in 1660, the ban was lifted in England, but in Massachusetts it
was not lifted until 1681. Besides this visceral reason (there other
factors in the war), there is a profound theological reason for holding to
Christmas, namely the doctrine of the incarnation.

Almost 30 years ago, the late Urban T. Holmes, former Episcopal Chaplain at LSU and later a professor

at Nashotah House and Dean of Theology at Sewanee, wrote a very important little book called, [1 [T 1Al
CCOIMIO0C Chln this book Holmes notes that Paul Tillich, the great 20™ century theologian, said on

several occasions (only partially in jest) that the Incarnation was the “Anglican Heresy.” What would

prompt such a statement by Tillich? And, is what he claims about Anglicanism indeed true?

Holmes notes that our emphasis on the incarnation undergirds our embrace of the life in this world, and
the goodness of life. Anglican theologians have seen the incarnation (becoming flesh) of God in human
form in Jesus as the completion of creation. Matter (and specifically humanity) has been touched,
embraced and engulfed by divinity. In the words of the Athanasian Creed (BCP, page 865), it is the
“taking of Manhood into God.” Anglicans react viscerally to the taking away of celebrations of life in all
forms, we have never favored things like prohibition, blue laws, the invasion of privacy, book
burnings, the banning of “unedifying” art, or theater (the Puritans didn’t like Shakespeare) because we
trust people and ourselves more than that. God becoming human has ennobled all aspects of human
life. This also makes Anglicans more likely to probe deeper into areas of the human condition, which
other Christians dismiss as irrelevant or sinful.

Richard Rohr, a Roman Catholic Franciscan, notes: “The reason we have trouble with the full
incarnation in Jesus is probably that we have not been able to recognize or admire our own limited
incarnation. We also have a capacity for the divine. Theological doctrine we can deal with, but ourselves
we cannot. It is comparatively easy to admit to a historical divine/human integration or personification,
but it is apparently difficult to accept that same integration or personification within our own remembered
and regretted lives. But this little self on its insignificant journey is very likely a microcosm of what God is
doing everywhere and what God did perfectly in Jesus. If we are to believe the whole, we must start by
trying to believe the part. If we are to love God'’s beginning and God’s conclusion—Jesus—then we
must try to love God's process—ourselves. He is Alpha and Omega, but we are beta, gamma, and
delta. It is all one. Truth is one. And we have been made one by God's yes to flesh in Christ.” (JCCLH
OOICnlal (1 p. 6)

Each year, in the Collect for the Second Sunday after Christmas, we pray:

O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, the dignity of human nature: Grant
that we may share the divine life of him who humbled himself to share our humanity, your Son Jesus
Christ; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
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Walter Baer+, Interim Priest
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All Saints' Annual Meeting

The annual meeting of members of All Saints' Episcopal Church
will be held Jan. 18 in the church at approximately 11:15 a.m.,
or as soon as possible after completion of the 10 a.m. service.
Business items include hearing reports from church ministries,
reviewing the budget for 2009, and electing five vestry members
for a three-year term. [0 [ TR OO TOOCAR D T
OO MR TORITI TR DRI MRICODIIR T CMTIRTIC
omvRRMnR

All Parishioners interested in being nominated for a Vestry
Board Position, please submit your Biography to John Odell at
jnyguitar@bellsouth.net.

Financial Update thru November 30th ... Annual Giving Update thru Dec. 7th...
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ALL SAINTS’ SEARCH UPDATE
For December 2008
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SEARCH COMMITTEE PRAYER
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Heavenly Father guide the congregation,
Vestry, and Search Committee of All
regularly, but have not pledged, would prayerfully Saints’ through the process of selecting
consider pledging. our next Rector. Each of us has a role in
G this selection. Help the Search Committee
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responses to the Annual Giving Campaign, it would be
helpful in our planning process if those of you who give

ALL SAINTS’ SEARCH COMMITTEE:

Jim Wallace
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G Margaret Goodman
g Marsha Gassan
® Luanne Francis
_ David Estes

Cathy Burns

Pete Bohnsack
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Our two seminarians, Rob Courtney and
Sean Wallace will be ordained deacons
at Christ Church Cathedral in New Orleans
on Saturday, Dec. 27, at 10 a.m.

All are invited to attend this important

service in the lives of Rob and Sean. n
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Harahan Elementary School
[ &

L 6723 Jefferson Hwy, Harahan

Please come celebrate the 50th Anniversary Eucharist for All Saints’ Episcopal Church.
This is the only Eucharist scheduled for that day. Please contact Lynda if you know any
past parishioners who would like to be notified. Andy Wilson is the Transportation
Coordinator. Please contact him if you need a ride to or from the service. A Reception
will follow in the Rectory. E-mail: allsts@bellsouth.net or 737-2421.

2009 Offering Envelopes

If you have made a pledge, there will be a box of NEW CHURCH DIRECTORY UPDATE
offering envelopes bearing your name on the
table in the rear of the church beginning Sunday,
Dec. 28th. Please pick up your box with your
name listed.

In early January, | will be sending out a revised
Church Directory due to the high volume of changes
needed.

Please begin sending any corrections or additions
again either via e-mail or leave a message on the
church phone. Thank you for your help.

If would like to have a box of envelopes, please
take the lowest numbered box without a name,
and sign the clipboard. Please list your
information next to the number listed on the box. | | Lynda DeBlanc

It is beneficial to the administrative assistant E-mail:

when you use your envelopes regularly.
y y P g y allsts@bellsouth.net

Processing your weekly pledge with an envelope
is much more time efficient for the
Administrative Assistant.

Thank you,
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