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Inside this issue: 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
The other day, I was listening to the radio and they happened to 
play one of my favorite pieces of music (from my favorite     
opera), and I was totally overcome by its power and beauty. 
The piece is the Prisoners’ Chorus, “O welche Lust” (Oh, what 
joy), from Act I of Beethoven’s Fidelio. It is a powerful piece 
where a large group of political prisoners are briefly released 
from the dungeon to experience a beautiful day in a beautiful 
garden, before going back down into the dungeon. The burst of 
joy is palpable because of the glimpse of freedom and of fresh 
air. Freedom is seen as coming from God. It is the hope that is 
whispered in the ear in the darkness of the dungeon. For    
Beethoven, the opera and these prisoners were a kind of para-
digm for all unjustly imprisoned. The stirring music and beautiful singing reinforces its power. 
In the Christian tradition, art, music, beauty connect in an interesting way with Christian 
apocalyptic – a theme in this part of the church year. 
 
Having grown up in a practical Modernist mindset, many of us see art or music or beauty as 
peripheral aspects of our lives. They are viewed as a kind of luxury and impractical. In 
schools (including at St. Martin’s) these are referred to as “enrichment” subjects. Yet, as N.T. 
Wright, the Anglican theologian and current Bishop of Durham notes, beauty as expressed in 
art or music is a way of experiencing aspects of the in-breaking of the Kingdom (or Reign) of 
God. Apocalyptic visions of God, of the new heaven and earth, of the peaceable kingdom, all 
contain visions of incredible and unspeakable beauty. When the artist or musician or        
architect or gardener creates a piece or place of beauty it is not merely “nice,” it has a kind of 
spiritual power to move us and transform us. This power which beauty can exert over us is 
because it taps into something very deep in our souls. Our souls yearn for the in-breaking of 
the kingdom. It is not coincidental that our ancestors built great churches of incredible beauty 
and artistry, and produced amazing pieces of music. It not that they had more money than 
we have, probably much less, it is rather that they saw art as a way of expressing their    
spiritual values, and this was worth considerable sacrifice. 
 
The genius in Beethoven’s Prisoners’ Chorus is the contrast which the prisoners experience 
in the bright and fresh daylight from their confinement in the dark and dank dungeon. This 
leads them to this burst of joy. It is my prayer that when we experience beauty in art, music, 
nature, architecture, or (perhaps) in church – that we experience in it a brief glimpse of the 
unspeakable beauty of that coming Kingdom. It is a Kingdom which the biblical writers can 
only describe with the most exuberant and lavish imagery. We pray for this Kingdom each 
time we say the Lord’s Prayer, “thy Kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven.” 
 
In Christ, 
 

Walter Baer+, Interim Priest 
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COMING EVENTS: 

Sun., Nov. 16 

United Thank Offering 

Sun., Nov. 30 

Advent Wreath Making 

in Morris Hall 

Sat., Dec. 6 

Men’s Breakfast, 9:30 a.m. 

in Morris Hall 

Sun., Dec. 7 

Advent Giving Tree 
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The Search Committee met 
with Canon Scott Albergate on 
Tuesday, October 21st to      
discuss the All Saints' input for 
the Church Deployment Office 
(CDO) computer profile.  The 
committee and Scott worked on 
some improved wording to our 
goals to make sure we tell our 
c a n d i d a t e s  t h a t  w e 
(congregation of All Saints') are 
seeking to support and collabo-
rate with the next Rector on the 
c h a ng e s  t h a t  we  s e e 
are needed in our four goals.  
This re-wording will be shared 
after our next meeting.  We are 
at the point that we need to 
share who we are, what skills 
we are seeking in our next  
Rector, and what we can offer 
of our time and talent to move 
our church family forward.  The 
committee provided a lot more 
insight to Canon Albergate, who 
will now complete the CDO  
p ro f i le  for  the Search          
Committee to review. 

In the meantime the Search 
Committee will continue work 
with the Diocesan Office to 
complete our updated brochure, 
to write our introductory letter, 
and begin forming our interview 
questions.   

Peace to you all, 

Pete 

 

ALL SAINTS’  

SEARCH UPDATE 

For November 2008 

Actual pledges of $124,919 collected 
through the end of October (10 
months) when annualized are 
$149,903.  This is slightly down from 
last month, but still tracking ahead of 
the approved budget of $145,000 in 
anticipated pledges.   In light of the 
upcoming expenses that will be asso-
ciated with the new rector search, it 
would greatly help if those who have 
fallen behind in their pledge commit-
ments would make every effort to 
catch up with your pledge in the near 
future.  Also, if you have not yet made 
a financial commitment to the church 
it’s not too late to do so … simply fill 
out a pledge commitment card that 
can be found in the rear of the church 
and drop it in the regular collection 
plate. 

Additionally, while many of you have 
contributed in the past to the C.A.R.D. 
campaign (Rex Drive Property), cur-
rent contributions although much im-
proved from earlier in the year, still 
continue to lag behind of what is 
needed to pay the monthly property 
note.   We are currently averaging 
contributions of $1,436 per month 
($14,362 thru 10 months).   The 
monthly note on the Rex Drive prop-
erty is $1,839 … leaving an average 
monthly shortage of $403 which 
needs to come directly out of the 
Church’s operating account.    While 
the C.A.R.D. campaign was only in-
tended to remain in place for a 3 year 

timeframe, hurricane Katrina delayed 
next steps in retiring the property 
debt.   The current contributions con-
tinue to be made by only a handful of 
dedicated parishioners and needs to 
have more widespread support to 
help pay the note while future options 
are being explored by the vestry on 
how best to retire this debt going for-
ward.  The vestry is asking that each 
of you consider doing your part in 
contributing to the future growth, min-
istry and financial stability of this con-
gregation.   On any Sunday you can 
make a C.A.R.D. contribution by 
dropping your check in the regular 
collection plate.  On the memo line of 
the check simply write C.A.R.D.      

We will continue to report some of 
the key financial numbers … includ-
ing pledge receipts and C.A.R. D. 
contributions on a monthly basis to 
keep you abreast of these contribu-
tion levels as the year progresses.   

 
Respectfully submitted; 

 
Tim Chauvin, 

Treasurer – 
All Saints’  

Financial Update thru October 31st … 

ALL SAINTS’  

SEARCH COMMITTEE 

 Jim Wallace 

 Margaret Goodman 

 Marsha Gassan 

 Luanne Francis 

 David Estes 

 Cathy Burns 

 Pete Bohnsack  

SEARCH COMMITTEE PRAYER 

Heavenly Father guide the congregation, Vestry, 
and Search Committee of All Saints’ through the 
process of selecting our next Rector.  Each of us 
has a role in this selection.  Help the Search Com-
mittee to understand the needs of our congregation, 
prayerfully consider the future, and embrace our 
differences to find the best candidate for your church 
family.  Grant us grace to complete the task ahead. 

This we ask in the name of Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 

Amen. 
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