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Dear Friends in Christ,

n the 1830s, there emerged a new and highly influential

y an Anglo-Irish ex-Anglican clergyman named J.N. Darby.
e preached for several many decades in Ireland, Britain and
merica. His peculiar doctrine was the “rapture.” This teaching
on the Epistle for the coming Sunday, 1 Thessalo-
18, which describes the coming of our Lord and
ses the phrase, “meet the Lord in the air’ This text was
terpreted by Darby to mean that at our Lord’s coming,
would be snatched out of their current lives and
aQ/ay to heaven, while the earth descends into chaos,
violence and destruction. Various “rapture” schemas are
presented by countless groups from the Millenarian
movements of the 19" century, to the Jehovah’s Witnesses, Adventists groups, American
revivalists and fundamentalists, and various Pentecostal groups. All stem from this |
rgo_vr%: e eschatology of J.N. Darby. In recent years the most prominent examples of this
teac éa@ B “Left Behind” series, Hal Lindsey's “The Late Great Planet Earth,” and
John Hagee. This view has become so dominant that persons who have no connection
with these traditions picture the Coming of our Lord in this way.

Among the innovations in this teaching were that there is a complete discontinuity between
the world in which we live (which God created and into which our Lord came in his
Incarnation), and the world to come. This teaching claims that this world is bound for de-
struction and our aim is to escape it and await rescue (by the rapture) from it. Traditional
Christianity would view this as a kind of latter-day Gnosticism, an anti-creation and
anti-incarnation teaching.

The troubling thing about this teaching (besides being wrong) is that it encourages a kind
of escapism from this world. This view discourages people from bettering human structures
and engaging in building a world on kingdom principles — in anticipation of the breaking in
of Christ’'s kingdom. Rather, this eschatological perspective expects conditions in the world
and society to worsen and welcomes evidence to prove this view. War in the Middle East is
particularly welcomed as further evidence that Christ is near. Among some who hold this
view, active social engagement for the betterment of the world and even peace
movements are considered counter to God’s will.

Anglicanism and other forms of catholic Christianity have always fostered social engage-
ment and promoted of social reform and social welfare as part of the Christian mandate to
“‘make disciples of all nations” (Matt 28:19). Not only individuals are to be brought into
relationship to Christ, but “nations” including social structures are to be brought into line
with kingdom principles.

As we engage these apocalyptic texts in the coming weeks, let us see how they engage us
in our world.

In Christ,

Walter Baer+, Interim Priest
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Actual pledges of $124,919 collected
through the end of October (10
months) when annualized are
$149,903. This is slightly down from
last month, but still tracking ahead of
the approved budget of $145,000 in
anticipated pledges. In light of the
upcoming expenses that will be asso-
ciated with the new rector search, it
would greatly help if those who have
fallen behind in their pledge commit-
ments would make every effort to
catch up with your pledge in the near
future. Also, if you have not yet made
a financial commitment to the church
it's not too late to do so ... simply fill
out a pledge commitment card that
can be found in the rear of the church
and drop it in the regular collection
plate.

Additionally, while many of you have
contributed in the past to the C.A.R.D.
campaign (Rex Drive Property), cur-
rent contributions although much im-
proved from earlier in the year, still
continue to lag behind of what is
needed to pay the monthly property
note.  We are currently averaging
contributions of $1,436 per month
($14,362 thru 10 months). The
monthly note on the Rex Drive prop-
erty is $1,839 ... leaving an average
monthly shortage of $403 which
needs to come directly out of the
Church’s operating account. ~ While
the C.A.R.D. campaign was only in-
tended to remain in place for a 3 year
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timeframe, hurricane Katrina delayed
next steps in retiring the property
debt. The current contributions con-
tinue to be made by only a handful of
dedicated parishioners and needs to
have more widespread support to
help pay the note while future options
are being explored by the vestry on
how best to retire this debt going for-
ward. The vestry is asking that each
of you consider doing your part in
contributing to the future growth, min-
istry and financial stability of this con-
gregation. On any Sunday you can
make a C.A.R.D. contribution by
dropping your check in the regular
collection plate. On the memo line of
the check simply write C.A.R.D.

We will continue to report some of
the key financial numbers ... includ-
ing pledge receipts and C.A.R. D.
contributions on a monthly basis to
keep you abreast of these contribu-
tion levels as the year progresses.

Respectfully submitted,;
Tim Chauvin,

Treasurer —
All Saints’
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Heavenly Father guide the congregation, Vestry,
and Search Committee of All Saints’ through the
process of selecting our next Rector.
has a role in this selection. Help the Search Com-
mittee to understand the needs of our congregation,
prayerfully consider the future, and embrace our
differences to find the best candidate for your church
family. Grant us grace to complete the task ahead.

Each of us

This we ask in the name of Jesus Christ
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The Search Committee met
with Canon Scott Albergate on
Tuesday, October 21st to
discuss the All Saints' input for
the Church Deployment Office
(CDO) computer profile. The
committee and Scott worked on
some improved wording to our
goals to make sure we tell our
candidates that we
(congregation of All Saints') are
seeking to support and collabo-
rate with the next Rector on the
changes that we see
are needed in our four goals.
This re-wording will be shared
after our next meeting. We are
at the point that we need to
share who we are, what skills
we are seeking in our next
Rector, and what we can offer
of our time and talent to move
our church family forward. The
committee provided a lot more
insight to Canon Albergate, who
will now complete the CDO
profile for the Search
Committee to review.

In the meantime the Search
Committee will continue work
with the Diocesan Office to
complete our updated brochure,
to write our introductory letter,
and begin forming our interview
questions.

Peace to you all,

Pete




